The Energy politics is today at the center of the Russian and the Western Balkans relations. It is widely known that Russia has been playing significant role in world energy supply. Therefore, Russian energy companies have taken a leading role in the promotion of their businesses in the Western Balkans. The Western Balkans region has become geostrategic partner as a transit route for the integration of Russia into the global energy world market. With regards to the transportation of gas Western Balkans as a transit route is determined to fully realize South Stream project. In contrast to "a buffer zone" role, in the past few decades the Western Balkans gained an attention from Russia and became an important geopolitical bridge towards Western Europe. Such geopolitical and geostrategic planning of Russia is apparent with regards to gas and oil. Due to Russian South Stream gas pipeline project the Western Balkans became an important European energy transforming center. These new geostrategic games over the pipeline have also revived the Russian historical interests in the Balkans. This paper aims to analyze Russian-Western Balkans relations with special emphasis on energy politics and geopolitical and geostrategic interdependence of Russia and the Western Balkans.
The Russian Foreign Policy
Foreign policy is often defined as the strategy of actions chosen and taken beyond the boundaries of the state to achieve certain goals and objectives in relations with other powers in the international system (Russett et. al., 2000, p. 117; Hudson, 2008, p. 12) . Such relations are often conducted in very complex, dynamic and ever-changing domestic and international environments. This also contributes to the decision-making process, which results from the work of coalitions of interested domestic, regional and global or international actors and groups.
In the light of this foreign policy definition it is obvious that the goal of each state in the international system is to protect and to promote its national interest in terms of country's security, autonomy, welfare, status and prestige. Actually pan-Slavism was used as a tool against the Ottomans by the Slavic and Orthodox nations in the Western Balkans (Levine, 1914, pp. 664-686) . The Russian Empire fought for dominance in the Western Balkans and definitely had strategic interests in the region during the World Wars.
During the Cold War, and especially in the 1950s and 1960s, other great powers feared that the Soviet Union would surpass the United States as the world's leading power. The Soviet Union had the world's largest territory, third largest population and second largest economy and it produced more oil and gas than Saudi Arabia. It possessed nearly one-half the world's nuclear weapons, had more men under arms than the United States and had the highest number of people employed in research and development. In terms of soft power, during the period following the World War II the communist ideology was attractive in Europe because of its resistance to fascism and in the Third World because of its identification with the popular movement toward decolonization (Nye, 2011, pp. 168-169) .
Due to the triumph of the West and the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia significantly shrunken in territory (76% of the Soviet Union), population (50% of the Soviet Union), economy (45% of the Soviet Union) and military personnel (33% of the Soviet Union). Moreover, the soft power of the communist ideology virtually disappeared (Ibid., p. 169). Therefore, after the Not willing to renounce its imperialistic ambitions, Russia faced very big challenge such as establishment and self-creation of a new cultural, social, economic and political identity. As a result of this there has been a fundamental reassessment of the interests of Russia, basic goals of its foreign policy, the means of achieving these goals and the policy process (Beasley, et. al., 2002, p. 109) . Therefore, different forces in Russia, beginning from Evgeny Primakov, began increasingly to seek Russian position in the world politics and more dynamic and realist foreign policy that will strengthen Russian interests. In this context the main premise of Russian foreign policy as one of the most important tools to ensure steady development of a country and guarantee its competiveness in the globalizing world under any government has been based on a realistic assessment of the country's interest which has to ensure the national security, preserve and strengthen its sovereignty and territorial integrity and secure its high standing in the international community as one of the influential and competitive poles of the modern world. In 1999, with the coming of Vladimir Putin another strong change in Russian foreign policy began (Lo, 2002, 5-9) . Since then Russian foreign policy and strategy were aimed at stabilization of Russian internal affairs, using of oil and gas as diplomatic tools and return of Russia as a great power. Actually, due to stunning economic Russian geopolitical strategists, politicians and diplomats also began highlighting strategic and economic interest of Russia in relation to neighboring countries that were previously part of the Soviet Union. Russia didn't do away with her superpower role, especially in her neighborhood. For instance, in order to prevent NATO expansion in the Balkans Russia also made a strategic partnership with Beijing based on the idea of multi-polar world (Selezneva, 10; Mankoff, 2009, 199) . Then, shaping of new Russian foreign policy was greatly affected by world energy crisis. Due to world gas demand and its relatively high prices Russia managed to undertake significant economic stabilization.
Actually Russia transformed itself into an energy superpower, which contributed to Moscow's much stronger international position and at the same time Moscow managed to rebuild the foundations of the national power by using energy revenues.
Therefore, Russian foreign policy is greatly related to the domestic policy by strengthening economic resurgence and ensuring sustenance of the international prestige and the security interests (Mankoff, 2009, 31; Oliker, et. al., 2009, 6) .
Geopolitics, Russia and the Western Balkans
According to Holdar (1992) (Hanhimaki, 2004; Hepple, 1986, pp. 21-36) . Furthermore, the Cold War scholars of international relations described that the main goal of geopolitics was the competitive zero-sum game played by nation-states in their pursuit of power and security. In such circumstances countries were primarily concerned about gains from trade, investment and military action relative to other national competitors. Greater territory and resources for one party necessarily crate a loss for others. However, since then the geopolitics has become a much broader concept referring to the influence of geographic, cultural, demographic, economic and technological factors on the political discourse among actors in the international sphere (Victor, et. al., 2006, pp. 4-5) . Based on this it might be said that relative gains do matter but so do joint gains from interdependence which prevails in the world today and possible and necessary cooperation among the states.
In We intend to retain state control over the gas transportation system and over Gazprom. We are not going to divide Gazprom. The European Commission had better forget about its illusions. As far as the gas is concerned, they will have to deal with the Russian state" ( 
Russian Energy and Foreign Policy
Energy has become an integral part of the foreign policy agenda as it guarantees national security. States now desire energy security in the same sense that they desire military and economic security. Therefore, according to Kalicki (2005) (Hadfield, 2008, pp. 323-324) . So as to avoid having problems and obstructions in delivering the energy to the final destination, exporter countries look for various options to minimize the monopoly of countries across whose territory energy is transported. This has been very obvious since the dissolution of the Soviet Union which was of crucial importance in realizing the potential of energy in one country's foreign policy.
Russia's "geopolitics of gas" has both, economic and political implications. Yes, it brings more investment and extra revenues to the countries involved but it also requires actions of governments, investors and other key actors who decide on the routes to be followed, projects to be built, how the gains will be allocated and how the risks of dependence on international gas trading will be managed. It is widely known that almost half of 
The Balkans and Russian Energy
Since the end of the Cold War the Balkans has been undergoing uncertain transition which created a source of regional instability.
Hence, the Balkan countries had to look for a new political framework which will provide peace, create new security architecture and bring economic prosperity to the region. In such political turmoil, interests of the countries in the region have been interwoven with the goals and objectives of the major powers, mainly the EU and the United States. However, gradual decline of the USA leadership in the Balkans and financial crisis that affected the EU for the last few years created a political vacuum which has been exploited by other active powers such as Turkey, China and even Israel, but above all Russia.
Among all big powers in the world, only Russia does not need to import important energy sources such as oil and gas. At the moment and in the coming twenty years it has enough energy for its domestic consumption and to export too. On the other hand US has to import more than half of its oil consumption and some amount of gas; EU, from its own resources currently covers only about 25% of oil and just over half of gas needs. By the year 2030, countries that make the EU today will be able to cover just 20% and 40% of oil and gas needs respectively. Russia is able to export more than two thirds of its oil production and in the case of gas capacities are very significant as well (Petrovic, 2013, pp. 8-11) . Since the dissolution of former Soviet Union Russia has remained a superpower in the field of gas and other natural resources available in Russia today. partner which is of crucial importance in Serbia's regional and international relations (Halilovic, 2012, pp. 195-197 
Conclusion
In Russian foreign policy, the Western Balkans has been seen as a 
